CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  14th SEPTEMBER 2006.

Present:
Becki Withers :  Vice Chair

Tim Harker


Doug Micklethwait


David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance : KDC Cllr Peter Veasey  and two Parishioners.
In the absence of Cllr David Brown, the Chairman, the Vice Chair presided.  The Clerk confirmed that, with three Members present, the Council was quorate.  
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES : Cllr Brown abroad on business, Cllr Falla on duty,  Cllr Quirk on holiday, Cllr Sykes: ill.   Also from WCC Cllr Hall.
ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.

ITEM 3 :  





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
The Clerk advised that the Chair was content with the minutes of the meeting on 3rd August 06: approval was proposed by Cllr Harker and agreed.  


ITEM  4 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES.  There were none
ITEM  5 :  POLICE MATTERS
5.1
The Clerk noted that Sgt Porter had been invited to attend but had not responded.  He then advised that the Chair had attended the SEK Councillors Forum meeting on 4th September and had received general reassurance on the way ahead for Neighbourhood Policing.  Vice Chair noted that it seemed to be a classic ‘watch this space’ situation.
5.2
It was agreed that, given the continuing lack of closer liaison with the Police,  the situation was less than ideal:  advice on the detail of Neighbourhood Policing arrangements for the Parish and on the follow through from the old Trading Standards system (see Item 6 in minutes of 3rd August meeting) was still required.  Cllr Harker said he would attempt to attend the Police Consultative Group meeting on 11th October.
ITEM 6 :
ACCOUNTS FOR F/Y 2005/06 – COMPLETION OF AUDIT
6.1
The Clerk/RFO advised that the accounts had been signed off by the External Auditors without observation or comment : the Accounts Return and notice of  electors’ rights were displayed on the Council’s Notice Board.  This was recorded to be an excellent outcome for the Parish Council and the Clerk/RFO.
ITEM 7 :
INSURANCE – REVIEW OF PROPERTY VALUATIONS
7.1
The Clerk advised that Rowan Cherrington, Chair of the KGPF Management Committee, had advised that the current insured values for the playground equipment, the pavilion content, and the gang mowers were appropriate. Further, that ‘KOMPLAN’ publicity material recently received had provided confirmation of this position for the playground equipment. The only items for which an updated valuation was now sought were the Pavilion and the War Memorial. Formal advice on the former was being sought by Mr Cherrington and the Clerk would continue to seek advice on the value of the War Memorial.  It was agreed that there was no specific cause for concern over the values in the insurance policy and that the current exercise was solely pursued as prudent financial management – the situation was therefore acceptable.   
ITEM 8 :
FINANCE : REMUNERATION OF THE CLERK/RFO
8.1
Salary :   The briefing material (provided with the agenda) was discussed and the basis for the proposed salary for the 2006/07 financial year was accepted: in particular it was agreed that the performance of the Clerk/RFO merited advance of a point on the pay scale.  Approval of the salary of £1701 calculated in the brief was proposed by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.
8.2
Excess Hours Supplement :    The Clerk/RFO drew attention to the record of hours worked in the year ending 5th July 06 – provided on the Council’s table for inspection - and which had been checked and signed off by Cllr Sykes (Cllr with finance as his special interest).   He noted that the checks carried out embraced both accuracy against the day diary but also that the work done and the time taken was acceptable/appropriate.   The briefing material (provide with the agenda) was discussed and the basis for the proposed excess hours supplement accepted.  Payment of the ‘Option 3’ Excess Hours supplement was proposed by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.
ITEM 9 :
FINANCE : APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
9.1
Payment of £58.75 to MAZARS Auditors : proposed by Cllr Withers and agreed by all.
9.2
Payment of £850.50 to the Clerk : salary for 1st half year : proposed by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.
9.3
Payment of £1104 to the Clerk : excess hours supp’t : proposed by Cllr Micklethwait & agreed by all. 9.4
Payment of £183.45 to the Clerk : refund of expenses for period 27 Feb to 15 Aug 2006.  
The Clerk/RFO drew attention to the record of expenses which was provided for inspection and which had been reviewed/checked and signed off by Cllr Sykes. Payment was proposed by Cllr Withers and agreed by all.

 ITEM  10:  FINANCE –  CLEANSING GRANT/YOUTH INITIATIVE

10.1
The Clerk noted that the value of the unspent litter/cleansing grant stood at £153 and, if no appropriate initiative was identified, it would be appropriate to consider early surrender of this to KDC. Discussion confirmed that, through lack of community interest, the youth initiative to support the bus shelter was sadly a non-starter.  It was agreed however that community suggestions for use of the funds should be invited before a final decision was taken: the Clerk to publicise in the Chronicle. Action : Clerk
ITEM 11 :
FINANCE – ASSISTANCE TO THE VILLAGE HALL
11.1
In the absence of the Chair it was agreed that this item should be pursued at the next meeting.
ITEM 12 :
PARISH WELL AT  CHUTE CADLEY
12.1
Safety  :  Cllr Harker reported that, as planned, a heavy duty steel plate had now been installed over the well itself.   This eliminated the safety hazard identified earlier by the specialist surveyor.  
12.2
Refurbishment project :  Discussion turned next to the encouragement of a community group to take forward a project to refurbish the superstructure of the well.
At this point the meeting was adjourned briefly to allow Parishioners present, residents of Chute Cadley, to express their views on this subject. The meeting was then re-convened.
Assurances of community interest in the formation of such a group were welcomed and action encouraged.

Pending advice of it’s establishment, the Council would continue with efforts to facilitate it’s future activities e.g. identification of potential sources of funding and advice on the detailed establishment of project aims.  
ITEM 13 :
CHILDREN’S ROAD SAFETY SIGN PROJECT
13.1
Cllr Withers advised that the project had been completed by the erection of the second sign at Upper Chute (by her husband and with her help) on 25th August.   She noted in particular that Mr George Humphrey, licensee of the Cross Keys Inn, had volunteered to have the sign located on his land and thus on a more effective position - this offer had been gratefully accepted on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Clerk was asked to convey the appreciation of the Parish Council to Mr Humphrey.  Action : Clerk
ITEM  14:  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
14.1
Application 54898/F Englemere Hse, Upper Chute – Re change of land use.   Papers had been circulated well in advance : no formal on-site was necessary since the area could be readily seen from the right of way (Chute 18) : an extension to the KDC deadline to a.m on the 15th  had been obtained by the Clerk. It was agreed that no objection should be made but that the Clerk should ensure that the input stated that this was on the basis that the application had no impact on the right of way.  Action : Clerk   
14.2
To note and confirm all received/processed since last meeting .    There were none.
ITEM 15 :
VERGE PROTECTION PILOT SCHEME
15.1
The Clerk confirmed that he had received confirmation from WCC that ‘utility services checks’ were being undertaken and issue of a Sect 96 Licence (to cultivate the pilot area) under the Highways Act should follow completion.  An illustrative set of licence conditions/restrictions had been provided and would be circulated shortly.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 16 :
NOMINATION OF ADVISORY MEMBER TO AONB
16.1
The Clerk noted that the papers had completed circulation in good time.   It was decided that no nomination would be made.
ITEM 17 :
RESPONSE TO KDC CORPORATE STRATEGY CONSULTATION
17.1
The Clerk noted that the papers had completed circulation in good time.  A detailed response was agreed.  Clerk to input.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 18 :
NEW PARISH STEWARD SCHEME
18.1
The Clerk noted that the papers had completed circulation in good time and advised that he was content to continue to be the co-ordinator for such matters but would value more specific arrangements for input of data across the Parish.  It was agreed that the (Chair’s) suggestion that members might take responsibility for reporting problems in a ‘share’ of the Parish roads was sensible – to be considered at the next meeting when there should be a more normal attendance.  Agenda action : Clerk
ITEM 19 :
SOUTH/SE BOUNDARY OF TIBBS MEADOW – TREE CONDITION
19.1
The Clerk advised that, following the report of a possible hazard (see under AOB of previous mtg)the KDC Arboricultural Officer had kindly agreed to try to make time to inspect/report – expected shortly.
ITEM 20 :
NEW RECYCLING/REFUSE SYSTEM
20.1
Discussion accepted that there were legitimate causes for concern arising form the new system – most of which were properly being represented direct to KDC.   The Council was nevertheless liaising, through the Clerk, with the responsible KDC officers to minimise problems and to represent individuals who were in particular difficulties.  
20.2
Members had noted in particular the exclusion of plastic and cardboard from the recycling collection service: this could be represented as a reduction in service since the previous refuse collection system allowed for removal of bulky  items of (eg) packaging but this was no longer the case.  Rather than wait for some future expansion of the household collection scheme to cover plastic and cardboard, the Clerk reported that he had been pressing for consideration of the placement of commercial size wheelie-bins to take these materials.  This would certainly be more practical and environmentally friendly than the suggestion that individuals should take these materials to central sites.  However he had not been able to make any progress on this.  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey then advised that the KDC CEO was believed to have reviewed this aspect of KDC policy and advised that a further approach should be made on these lines.  The Clerk was tasked to follow this up and to sound out the licensee of the Cross keys to see if he would be prepared to have two such bins located on his premises.  (Clerk’s note :community recycling bins had been permitted  on these premises up till 2004).  Action : Clerk
ITEM 21 :
AMBULANCE SERVICE – RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
21.1
In the absence of Cllrs Sykes and Falla, review of progress to be rescheduled for next meeting. 
ITEM 22 :
WILTSHIRE COMMUNITY WEB-SITE
22.1
In the absence of Cllr Falla, review of progress to be rescheduled for next meeting.
ITEM 23 :



ANY OTHER BUSINESS
23.1
Tibbs Meadow/Butts Hill Footpath  Cllr Withers reported concern expressed by some parents that the ‘middle post’ at the bus shelter end had been removed – possibly to allow passage of a wheelbarrow?  This had been erected to prevent young cyclists from rushing straight out into the path of any passing vehicles:  several had been seen doing exactly this since the removal of the post.  It was agreed that Cllr Sykes should be asked if he would be good enough to replace the post (again).
23.2   




































The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 2nd November and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.30.
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